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Words are a lens to focus one’s mind. 
—Ayn Rand 
 

Books help us understand who we are and how we are to behave. They show us how to live and die. 
—Anne Lammott, Bird by Bird 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The focus of this course is to get you thinking, writing, and reading critically about big ideas that every 
engaged adult should be thinking about. We will examine questions such as:  
 

• What is literature and why do we read it?  
• What does it mean to be an adult?  
• What are the characteristics of a meaningful life?  
• What drives our behavior?  
• What are the larger societal implications and consequences of our behavior? 
• What should society be like and what is our role in it?  
• How can we make the future better than the past, and what role does literature play in this? 

 
In an attempt to answer these questions, we will examine some of the major movements in literature and their 
link to popular philosophies, ideologies, and culture. This course is an overview, and thus the movements are 
not in chronological order; instead, they are arranged into thematic units that are guided by essential questions 
that we will explore through discussions and writing. Each unit will incorporate literature written across a 
span of centuries, and will culminate with either an essay or a creative project, sometimes both. 
  
In addition, this is a course aimed at getting you ready for college and the world beyond. For this reason, we 
will study grammar conventions and vocabulary, and we will practice writing in multiple modes and styles. 
While the workload in this course is considerable, you will leave this year as an adept writer and critical 
reader of the world around you who has thought more deeply about the kind of life you want to lead and the 
kind of society that you want to be a part of. 
 
 
 



 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

This course will focus on two main areas of your academic development: writing and reading. 
 
I. WRITING:  As this is an upper-level, college preparatory course, the ultimate goal of writing in this 

course is to increase your ability to explain your ideas in a clear, organized style and to write with 
sufficient richness and complexity to communicate with mature readers. We will spend time working on 
the “nuts and bolts” of effective writing through activities designed to hone your skills, moving past the 
traditional five-paragraph essay and three-part thesis in order to encourage your individual writing style.  
Each piece of writing completed for the course will undergo several stages of development, and will 
stress use of the following: 
• a wide-ranging vocabulary used with denotative accuracy and connotative resourcefulness; 
• a logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, 

transitions, and emphasis; 
• thorough written interpretations of and arguments about a literary work, including longer essays and 

short, focused explications; 
• successful use of prewriting and revision techniques; and, 
• proper use of the Modern Language Association (MLA) parenthetical documentation. 

 
II. READING:  This course carries with it a heavy reading load and you will be expected to devote a 

considerable amount of time to each text. This course will teach you how to closely read a text to 
disseminate not only what the author is trying to convey, but the techniques employed by the author to 
reach that purpose. At first this analytical process may seem difficult, but as we progress you will 
become more adept – like anything in life, reading literature in this manner takes patience and 
dedication. To this end, this course will emphasize the following techniques for successful reading and 
analysis: 
• analysis of an author’s use of language, in direct relation to tone and established mood; 
• close reading and analysis of a work’s structure, style, and themes; 
• examination of elements such as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone; and, 
• research into a work’s historical and cultural context to provide a greater understanding of the work’s 

implications. 
 
 

MAJOR UNITS OF STUDY 
FALL SEMESTER 
 
I. Reading and Writing Our Coming of Age: A Study of Bildungsroman Fiction and Personal Identity 

You are about to embark upon your final year of your high school career—you are on the brink of 
adulthood. In an effort to prepare you to enter the workforce and the college campus of your choice, we 
are going to begin our year by asking you to reflect on who you are, how you got here, and where you 
want to be. This will set the foundation for the rest of our year, in which we will later examine our place 
in our larger communities, society, and globalized world. But first: Who are you, and how did you 
become this person? What were your most formative experiences, and how did these shape your way of 
seeing and being in the world? We will study some shorter fiction to uncover our ideas about what it 
means to come of age and enter adulthood, and learn how to effectively tell these kinds of stories about 
ourselves.  
 
Primary Texts: 
Summer reading novels 
A selection of short stories 
 
Major Assessments: 
In-Class Bildungsroman Literary Analysis Mini-Essay 
College Personal Statements 
 



II. The Quest for Meaning: An Existential View of Human Life 
We’ve looked at who you are as an individual, and how you grew into this person. This unit will ask you to 
examine your beliefs about life and your purpose in it. To do this, we will study what Existentialist 
philosophers and writers have to say about what makes a meaningful life, what drives our behavior, and how 
this impacts the way we go about our daily routines. You should be ready to ask and answer critical questions 
about your own beliefs and purpose in life. 
 
Primary Texts: 
The Death of Ivan Ilych, Leo Tolstoy  
Hamlet, William Shakespeare 
The Myth of Sisyphus, Albert Camus 
The Stranger, Albert Camus  
The Tenets of Existentialism (notes) 
A selection of short stories 
 
Major Assessments: 
Culminating Literary Analysis Essay #1 
Creative Project (details TBA) 

 
III. A Literary Study of the Origins and Effects of the Capitalist Pursuit of Wealth 

Since our country’s conception, unique to the American identity and spirit has been the notion that with hard 
work comes success, and in particular, that success has monetary value. This unit will begin by examining the 
literary origins of American’s ideas about wealth. We’ll consider the messages that our founding fathers and 
other prominent literary voices have aimed to impart to us about what kind of people we should be, what kind 
of lives we should lead, and how we should go about pursuing our goals. With a clearer understanding of 
what drives the quintessentially American capitalist mindset, we’ll then turn our attention to literary works in 
which we can explore the effects that this mindset can have on individuals, families and our American society 
at large. 
 
Primary Texts: 
Glengarry Glen Ross –or– Wall Street (film) 
Selections from The Gospel of Wealth, Andrew Carnegie 
Death of a Salesman, Arthur Miller 
The Incredible and Sad Tale of Innocent Eréndira and Her Heartless Grandmother, Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
Selections from The Protestant Work Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Max Weber 
Selections from Ragged Dick, Horatio Alger 
Selections from The Way to Wealth, Benjamin Franklin 
“How Much Land Does a Man Need” by Leo Tolstoy  
“One Grain of Rice,” Demi 

 
Major Assessments: 
Culminating Literary Analysis Essay #2 
Creative Project (details TBA) 

 
SPRING SEMESTER 
 

I. The Ironic Quest for Perfection: The Ideal Society in Dystopian Literature 
Despite the Existentialist conviction that we must find our own subjective truths, many have made the 
argument that since we do not live in isolation from one another, our own sense of morality and truth stems—at 
least in part—from our communities and, more generally, from our society at large. Thus, this unit will 
examine the relationship between the individual and society. We will look at what writers have to say about 
what the ideal society looks like, and what the relationship is between people and government. More 
specifically, we will closely examine a myriad of texts that fall under the genre of dystopian literature to help us 
address the following essential questions: What does the ideal society look like? What are the problems that 
arise in these types of societies? To what extent does literature help us create more ideal societies?  



Primary Texts: 
Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury 
1984, George Orwell -or-  
The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood 
A selection of short stories: 

“2BR02B,” Kurt Vonnegut 
“August 2026: There Will Come Soft Rains,” Ray Bradbury 
“Harrison Bergeron,” Kurt Vonnegut 
“The Lottery,” Shirley Jackson 
“The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas,” Ursula K. Le Guin 

 
Major Assessments: 
Culminating Literary Analysis Essay #3 
Creative Project (details TBA) 

 
II. Literature Circle Mini-Unit: Evaluating Literature as a Form of Social Commentary 

After a year of using literature as a lens through which to learn about ourselves and the world around us, this 
mini-unit will ask you to evaluate to what extent you see literature as an effective form of social commentary. 
We will use Kurt Vonnegut’s satire as our case study for this exercise.  
 
Primary Text: 
Breakfast of Champions, Kurt Vonnegut 
 
Major Assessments: 
Literature Circle Notes & Write-up 

 
III. A Critical and Constructive Study of Our Country’s State of Affairs: A Research Project 

Beginning in the second half of the Spring semester, you will be engaged in a research project over the span of 
several months. In general, this project will ask you to examine the social, cultural, political, and/or economic 
issues that our country faces today, and determine realistic and efficient solutions to help improve these issues 
on a local scale.  

 
You will be responsible for completing all stages of the research process, which will be explained in detail 
during the Spring semester. This project will end in a major research paper that will serve as the culmination of 
your studies in Honors English 12. The purpose of your term paper is to service three primary needs: 

• you will become familiar wth college-level research skills, databases and online resources, evaluating 
critical sources for relevance, and synthesizing multiple sources; 

• you will select and research a topic (within certain guidelines relevant to the project task) based on 
personal interest; 

• you will demonstrate mastery of the recursive writing process, attention to academic writing 
conventions such as an awareness of audience, use of appropriate language, and adherance to the 
grammatical rules of standard English, and manage your time appropriately to ensure success on this 
project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ASSIGNMENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
Assignments in this class are varied, and include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• S.A.T. and literary vocabulary assignments/quizzes: There will be weekly exercises to help expand your 
vocabulary; this is a key element of your academic and professional success. 

• Close readings and explications: These will help us critically examine and analyze the texts that we read; 
they will be completed both individually and in small groups. 

• Socratic Seminars: In this class we will hold Socratic Seminars, student-lead discussions that strive to 
answer/explore an essential question relating to a particular text or topic that we are studying. 

• World Café discussion: This is another way of engaging in small group discussion around a particular 
topic, theme, quote, or essential question. We’ll do these periodically as well! 

• Impromptu debates: You’ll have to come to class to find out! 
• Daily QuickWrites and journal responses to literature: Attentive and critical readers are constantly 

reacting and responding to the texts they read; reading can be thought of as having a conversation with the 
author. If it for this reason that you’ll regularly be asked to write in order to track your evolving thoughts 
and opinions about a given text and/or the philosophy that it embodies.  

• Writing assignments / major essays: Writing is a key component of this course, and you will be formally 
assessed your writing throughout the course. You will always receive the prompt and grading criteria (a 
rubric) before beginning the assignment and will be expected to participate in detailed preparation, peer 
editing, and revision.  

• Culminating unit essays. Culminating unit essays—of 5-7 or 7-10 pages each—will be assigned at the end 
of every unit. These will require that you engage in all stages of the writing process, as listed above. 

• Creative projects: Creative projects in this class can take various forms, depending on the particular topic 
of study. Specific details will be given in advance of the project’s due date. 

• One major research essay (to be completed by the end of second semester): You will be engaged in a 
research project over the span of several months. You will be responsible for completing all stages of the 
research process. Details will be given in class during the Spring semester. 

 
 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
This is a class in which you will be expected to play an active role in discussions and activities each and every 
day. You and your peers will be required to do the heavy lifting; this is not a class where you will sit back 
passively and listen to the teacher lecture. Being an active and engaged member of our class means:  
 

(1) Come to class prepared and ready. You are always be expected to actively read the assigned texts, 
write down any reactions or questions you had while reading to bring to our discussion, and 
complete any accompanying assignments before you walk through the classroom door.  

(2) Be a leader in class discussions. Please see the attached rubric for what I expect of the quality and 
impact of your daily contributions during class.  

(3) Actively listen to and engage conscientiously with your peers. This is another way of demonstrating 
leadership in the classroom. Again, see the attached rubric for my expectations.  

(4) Take thorough notes. Not only is this an effective way to remember the material we cover in class 
each day (which can be useful when it comes time to work on essays and other assignments), but notes 
are also an essential space for you to grow intellectually. Recording your ideas and the ideas you 
encounter from others allows us to make sense of new ways of thinking. So remember, since you and 
your classmates will do most of the talking in this class, the things your classmates say are important 
too—don’t just write down what I say!  
 

The following beliefs will ensure your success in this class: 
1. You are responsible for your own learning. 
2. Every new text we read or new activity we do is a challenge that you must approach with an open mind. 
3. Everyone in this classroom has powerful ideas and knowledge to contribute to our learning community and 

everyone has the right to be listened to respectfully and challenged constructively. 
4. We reach success through hard work, persistence, and repeated practice. 
5. We should strive for excellence in everything that we do, no matter how small. 



GRADES 
In this class, assignments are weighted according to the following categories: 

• 40% - Major Essays (culminating unit essays, term paper) 
• 30% - Short Writing Assignments (SMM’s, CEI paragraphs, explications, etc.) 
• 20% - Participation, Active Reading, and Notes 
• 5% - Quizzes / Vocabulary  
• 5%- Creative Projects 

 
Minor assignments are graded using a check system that is then converted into points. The specific number of 
points depends on the assignment, but the grade breakdown is roughly as follows: 
 

√+ = 95%        √+/√ = 90%   √ = 85%      √/√- = 75%         √- = 65% 
 
Major assignments (e.g., essays, projects, and most writing assignments) are given letter grades, which are then 
converted into points depending on the assignment.  Letter grades adhere to the following scale: 
 

A+  97-100%  B+  87-89%  C+  77-79%  D+  67-69% 
A    94-96%  B    84-86%  C    74-76%        D    64-66% 
A-   90-93%  B-   80-83%  C-   70-73%   D-   60-63% 

F   59% and below 
 
Please note: grades for individual assignments are weighted such that assignments given later in the semester count 
more than assignments given at the beginning. This is because I do not expect you to master the skills and content 
at the beginning of the year, or even at the beginning of a new unit. However, I do expect that you continuously 
push yourself. Slacking off will only lower your grade. 
 
Final semester grades adhere to the following scale (**note that grades are NEVER rounded**): 

 
A = 90-100%        B = 80-89%   C = 70-79%      D = 60-69%         F = below 60% 

 
 

COURSE POLICIES 
 

(1) Late Work and Absences 
Homework and written assignments are due at the beginning of class, unless otherwise instructed. An assignment 
turned in at any point after it has been collected may be considered late. Late work will always result in a grade 
deduction (10%), and I will only accept late work for a week following the original due date. 
 
If you are absent, you are responsible for completing all of the work that you missed—this includes homework and 
classwork.  Be sure to consult the course’s online calendar and get in touch with a friend to see what you must 
make up and get class notes. You can also always email me should you have any questions. All absent work must 
be submitted within three (3) days of returning to class for it to earn full credit.  Please submit your work in the 
wooden late bin at the front of the classroom.   
 
If there is a test, quiz, or Socratic seminar that you were notified about before your absence, you must email me as 
soon as you know that you are going to be absent in order to schedule a make-up. The first time I hear from you 
should not be the day you return to school; this will not guarantee you a make-up opportunity. If you are absent on 
the due date of a long-term project or assignment that cannot be emailed or submitted online, then this must be 
turned in the day you return. The school make-up work policy applies here—this only applies if you have a lawful, 
excused absence.  
 
When turning in late or absent work you must always fill out a “Form” (provided in the classroom) and staple it 
to the top of your work; I will not accept any work submitted without a form.  This is an efficient way to keep track 
of any work you hand in past the due date.  



 
(2) Turnitin.com 
First and second drafts of essays are to be printed and brought to class for peer editing, but all final drafts and 
take-home writing assignments must be submitted on www.turnitin.com by 11:59pm the day that it is due 
(unless otherwise specified). If the work has not been submitted on Turnitin, you will not receive credit—no 
exceptions! Please log on to the site as soon as you receive your enrollment information to add your section of the 
course. 
 

CLASS NAME CLASS ID # CLASS PASSWORD 
Honors English 12 2018-19_Period 1 18521838 CPDAmagnet 
Honors English 12 2018-19_Period 2 18521845 CPDAmagnet 

 
(3) Cheating and Plagiarism 
While sharing ideas is an important part of learning and will be a prominent element of our class, I take academic 
integrity very seriously. I expect that all work that you produce and all ideas reflected in that work are yours, and 
only yours. Should you cite ideas or language that belong to someone else, you must give them credit. Any student 
caught cheating or found guilty of plagiarism will receive a fail for the assignment with no possibility for make-up, 
as well as a drop in their final grade as per our CPDA Magnet Academic Integrity Policy.  Just don’t do it. 
 
(4) Work Habits and Cooperation 
Work habits grades are based on consistently coming to class prepared and on time, as well as consistently turning 
in assignments and essays by the due date. Cooperation grades are based on your conduct in class. Violations of the 
policies and procedures outlined in this syllabus and/or any display of extremely rude or disrespectful behavior will 
result in lowered work habits and cooperation grades on the final report card.  Please note: I will not write letters of 
recommendation for any senior who has earned, or is in danger of earning, a U in cooperation in my class. 
 
(5) Electronics 
This course moves quickly and our time in class together is essential to your learning, so is important that you keep 
up with discussions and are free from distractions. No cell phones, iPods, tablets, or personal computers may be 
used during class.  During class, all electronics should be kept in your backpack to avoid any temptation to check 
them. Exceptions to this rule will be made at the teacher’s discretion. 
 
(6) Food 
I will allow you to eat in my classroom as long as it does not distract you or your classmates, and as long as you 
clean up after yourself when you are done. Note that this privilege will be revoked in all of my classes the minute 
any student leaves trash in my room or fails to clean up their mess.  Don’t let this be you! 
 
(7) Communication 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions, concerns, or want to check in at any point. I am 
always happy to meet during office hours at lunch on Tuesdays and Thursdays, or by appointment. These hours are 
meant to be a resource for you—they are a chance for me to better support your learning—so I hope you’ll take 
advantage of them. 
 
Should something come up for you outside of school, I am also available by email. Please note that while I always 
respond to emails, I rarely check them after 7pm, so please allow for up to 36 hours for a response.  I will never 
answer questions about specific grades over email; schedule a meeting or see me during office hours to discuss 
your performance on a particular assignment.  
 
 

~ 
I know that this year will be challenging, exciting, and successful for all of us. 

I look forward to learning together! 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

*** Please detach this page and return to Mrs. Pariser *** 
 
Please print and sign your name below, indicating that you have read and understand the policies and procedures 
outlined in this syllabus for Honors English 12. By signing, you are committing to following these policies and 
procedures in order to ensure a positive and productive year. 
 
 
Print Student Name ___________________________________________ Period_________________ 
 

Student Signature _______________________________________ Date__________________ 
 
 
Print Parent/Guardian Name ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________ Date__________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Preferred Method of Contact: 

 
☐ Email: ______________________________________________________________ 

 
☐ Phone Number:  ______________________________________________________ 

 
As a parent/guardian, is there anything else that you’d like me to know?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


