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The Grant College Prep Magnet’s Handy Guide to Internet Research 

(stolen liberally from Mrs. Caruso and a variety of other sources) 
 
Legitimate online research involves much more than 10 seconds with Google and copy-pasting the Wikipedia 
links. Legitimate research is called re-search for a reason: patient repetition, careful filtering, and diligent citing 
of articles, all with a critical and skeptical mindset that separates drivel from useful content. There are over 80 
billion web pages published, and most of those pages are not worth quoting. To successfully sift through it all, 
you must use consistent and reliable filtering methods. You will need patience to see the full breadth of writing on 
any single topic, and you will need your critical thinking skills to disbelieve anything until it is intelligently 
validated. 
 

• Don’t Just View the Top 10 Results: While search engines like Google are amazingly adept at finding 
what you need within seconds, these engines are nowhere near perfect, and you may find a lot of useless 
information on the first page of results and some very valuable Web pages among pages 11-20 or even 
40-50. Take the time to dig a little deeper and don’t just accept the first thing that’s put in front of your 
face. 
 

• Evaluate Your Pages for Validity: There is a lot of information on the Internet, but not all of it is 
accurate, trustworthy or even serious. It is therefore always a good idea to be somewhat skeptical about 
the information your searches deliver. Remember: if it looks like it was created in the dark resources of 
someone’s basement, it probably isn’t too reliable. To determine the validity of the site, ask yourself: 

• Who/what published the Website in question—and why? 
• Was the site produced by a government agency (.gov), a school (.edu), a non-profit organization 

(.org) or for a for-profit commercial entity (.com)? 
• Was the page put on the web to inform? persuade? parody or satirize? Does the site’s purpose 

appear to provide objective information? (If there are a lot of ads on the page, the site’s overall 
objectivity could be questionable.) Look for links to: “About us” or “Philosophy” or 
“Background” or “Biography” 

• Is it possible to identify the article’s author(s)? If so, are credentials provided? 
• Is the site a primary source of information, such as a government agency, a medical journal or 

scientific publication, or a secondary or even tertiary source, such as a site that talks about other 
sites or articles? (Primary sources are always preferred.) Also look for evidence of bias in the text 
or the sources presented. 

• What is the page’s date? (In most cases, you want your information to be as current as possible.) 
• Is it appropriate for your purpose? 

 
• Use Different Search Engines and Keywords: 

• First start with broad initial researching at Internet Public Library, DuckDuckGo, Clusty, and 
Yippy. This will give you a broad sense of what categories and related topics are out there, and 
give you possible directions to aim your research. 

• Second, narrow and deepen your Visible Web searching with Google and Ask.com. Once you 
have experimented with combinations of 3 to 5 different keywords, these 2 search engines will 
deepen the results pools for your keywords. A few tricks to perform keyword searches: 
 

To find a web page with specific 
keywords in its title 
intitle:hybrid 
allintitle:hyprid mileage 
 

To search for a specific type of file 
filetype:ppt site:edu “global warming” 

To search a specific website or domain 
site:whitehouse.gov “globalism” 
site:edu “global warming” 

To learn a definition 
define:pixel 
define:“due diligence” 

 



 
• Third, go beyond Google and search the “Invisible Web.” Because Invisible Web pages are not 

spidered by Google, you’ll need to be patient and use slower and more specific search engines 
like: 

o US Government Library of Congress 
o Alexa: A website that archives older websites that are no longer available on the Internet. 

For example, Alexa has about 87 million websites from the 2000 election that are for the 
most part no longer available on the Internet. 

o Infomine: The site has over 100,000 links and access to hundreds, if not thousands, of 
databases. 

o Infoplease: This site gives direct access to encyclopedias, almanacs, atlases, and 
biographies. 

o The Directory of Open Access Journals: Another full-text journal searchable database. 
o Magportal: A search engine that will allow you to search for free online magazine 

articles on a wide range of topics. 
o The Virtual Library: A simple and easy to use site, with annotated subject links. 

 
 
A Few Final Notes: 

• Be suspicious of personal web pages, and any commercial pages that have a shoddy, amateurish 
presentation. Spelling errors, grammatical errors, poor formatting, cheesy advertising on the side, absurd 
fonts, too many blinking emoticons…these are all red flags that the author is not a serious resource, and 
does not care about the quality of his or her publishing. 

• Carefully consider the author/source, and the date of publication. Is the author an authority with 
professional credentials, or someone who is peddling their waves and trying to sell you a book? Is the 
page undated, or unusually old? Does the page have its own domain name (ex: Honda.com, ex: 
gov.co.uk), or is it some deep and obscure page buried on Facebook? 

• Be suspicious of scientific or medical pages that display scientific or medical advertising. For example: if 
you are researching veterinarian advice, be wary if the veterinarian web page displays blatant advertising 
for dog medicine or pet food. Advertising can possibly indicate a conflict of interest or hidden agenda 
behind the writer’s content. 

• Be suspicious of any ranting, overstating, overly-positive, or overly-negative commentary. If the author 
insists on ranting and crying foul, or conversely seems to shower excessive praise, that could be a red flag 
that there is dishonesty and fraudulent motivations behind the writing. 

• Use your intuition if something seems amiss with the web page. Perhaps the author is just a little too 
positive, or seems a little too closed to other opinions. Maybe the author uses profanity, name-calling, or 
insults to try to make his point. The formatting of the page might seem childlike and haphazard. Or you 
might get the sense that the author is trying to sell you something. If you get any subconscious sense that 
there is something not quite right about the web page, then trust your intuition. 

 
 

Come see me with any questions, challenges, confusions, or if you’re just feeling stuck…  
I’m here to help! Happy researching! J 
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A Handy Guide to Scholarly Journal Articles:  

What Are They and How Do I Find Them? 
(stolen liberally from a variety of sources) 

 
 

What is a scholarly journal article anyway? An academic or scholarly journal is a periodical publication in 
which scholarship relating to a particular academic discipline is published. Academic journals serve as permanent 
and transparent forums for the presentation, scrutiny and discussion of research. They are usually peer-reviewed 
or refereed. Content typically takes the form of articles presenting original research, review articles, and book 
reviews. The purpose of an academic journal, according to the first editor of the world's oldest academic journal 
Henry Oldenburg, is to give researchers a venue to “impart their knowledge to one another, and contribute what 
they can to the Grand design of improving natural knowledge, and perfecting all Philosophical Arts, and 
Sciences.”1 
 
Identifying Scholarly Journals: 

• In contrast to popular newspapers, magazines, websites, and books, scholarly sources are written by 
experts in a particular field and then reviewed (assessed, evaluated, etc.) by other experts in that field 
prior to publication.  

• When an author (usually a university professor and/or researcher) submits an article, copies are sent to 
several reviewers who are expert scholars in the author's field. These reviewers then recommend whether 
or not the article should be published. Some journals reject as many as 90% of submissions. This rigorous 
review process provides a high degree of credibility. Academic journals that have undergone this process 
are peer-reviewed or refereed; is the key distinction between scholarly and non-scholarly sources. 

• Other clues that an article is scholarly: 
o The author is an expert. Most scholarly authors are affiliated with a college, university, or 

research institution. They hold relevant advanced degrees. 
o The article presents original research.  This research can take many forms, but it often involves 

formal data analysis or theoretical discussion. Keep in mind that peer-reviewed journals also 
publish book reviews, opinion pieces, and other types of articles. While these articles can be 
useful, they are not the same as peer-reviewed research articles. 

o The article incorporates sophisticated, precise terminology. Experts writing for an expert 
audience typically use specialist language that will be unfamiliar to a reader outside the field. 

o The article includes a bibliography. Most scholarly articles include in-text citations or footnotes, 
as well as a lengthy bibliography, reference list, or works cited page. The bibliography helps the 
reader seek out the author’s sources and understand the larger “conversation” on a topic. 

 
Some Things to Know Before You Begin Searching: 

• It’s Not All Scholarly: Few databases (ex. JSTOR) include only scholarly sources, so finding scholarly 
articles will inevitably involve some digging and filtering. Usually databases include a mix of popular and 
scholarly material. Some databases let you limit your search to only scholarly, peer-reviewed materials. 
Look under the Limits or Filters section on the database's search screen for the words “scholarly journals” 
or “peer-reviewed.” For example: 

o EBSCO Academic Search Complete. Use the "Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals" checkbox 
under Limits � 

o ProQuest Direct. Use the "Peer reviewed" checkbox 
 

• It’s Not Worth Your Money! In many instances, you will be asked to pay for access to scholarly articles 
or journals. DO NOT PAY FOR ANYTHING. If you take the time to dig, you can find articles to free. 
You should not need to spend any of your hard earned money. If you find yourself having trouble locating 
the free stuff, come see me so I can help! 

 
 

																																																								
1	The Royal Society: Royal Society journal archive made permanently free to access, 26 October 2011.	



Where Do I Look?  
• First, start with the LAUSD digital library, which gives you access to many databases that are filled with 

scholarly journal articles. You can access this from any school computer or device that is connected to 
LAUSD Wi-Fi by going first to the Grant High School website (granths.org), clicking on ‘academics,’ 
‘library,’ and then ‘LAUSD Digital Library.’ ProQuest, EBSCO, Facts on File, and Gale Databases are 
useful places to look around.  
 

• Google Scholar (http://googlescholar.com) 
o Simple keyword searches may not be as beneficial in terms of returns as in the normal Google 

search engine. Try using the advanced search options to search for phrases, titles, authors, etc.  
o The returns in the search will be a list of citations in order of relevance (rather than 

chronologically as you usually get with academic article searches). When you click on one, it will 
give you publication information, such as the name of the journal, date of publication and the 
publisher. If you click on the article title, you’ll get more information and possibly be taken to an 
abstract of the full text (meaning you can access the article free-of-charge). If the full text does 
not appear, you will usually get linked straight to the publisher’s page or a public database if there 
is one. 
 

• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) (http://www.doaj.org/) 
o As the name of this directory suggests, it is free-of-charge and here you can search for quality 

controlled scientific and scholarly journals in a wide range of fields and languages. 
 

• Check out universities! A number of universities are taking a very open approach to providing scholarly 
articles to the general public. You’ll need to hunt around to find which universities have a more open 
policy on providing access to articles online. To do this: 

o Visit a university library website first to see what is being offered. 
o Some of the universities with open access policies include MIT, Stanford School of Education, 

Harvard (arts and sciences, law), Harvard Kennedy School, Yale (law), University of Hawaii, and 
many others. 
 

• Some additional suggestions: 
o Look at individual websites of well-known journal publishers. You may find some free access 

here. 
o Check out professional articles that have been produced by professional firms and professional 

societies. In the areas of law, medicine, engineering, psychology, and other professions, you can 
often find reputable articles offering guidance from top people in their professions. There are 
often freely available to anyone interested in checking them out. (Note: Members of such 
societies or organizations and/or clients of firms and corporations may get preferential treatment 
concerning accessing such articles and information. Read the site’s terms and conditions. Don’t 
feel pressured to sign up; if you can’t get access to what you need, move on to another source and 
keep looking!) 

 
 
 

Come see me with any questions, challenges, confusions, or if you’re just feeling stuck…  
I’m here to help! Happy researching! J 

 


