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Say/Mean/Matter Literary Analysis Rubric  
         

 Exemplary  Proficient Progressing Developing Beginning 
 
 “Say” 
Textual Evidence 
 

- Quotes are all relevant to the 
text’s larger themes. 

- Quotes are properly cited in 
MLA format. 

- Quotes are mostly relevant to 
the text’s larger themes. 

- Quotes are properly cited in 
MLA format. 

- Quotes may not be clearly 
relevant to the text’s larger 
themes. 

- Quotes are cited in MLA 
format, but may have a few 
minor errors. 

- Quotes may not be relevant to 
the text’s larger themes. 

- Quotes are incorrectly cited. 

- Quotes are not relevant to 
the text’s larger themes. 

- Quotes are not cited in 
MLA format. 

 
 
“Mean” 
Context & 
Interpretation 
 
 

- Context provided is thorough, 
addressing all essential 
background information 
necessary to fully understand 
the quote. 

- Provides an accurate, clear, 
and thoughtful interpretation 
of what the quote means. 
  

- Context provided is mostly 
detailed, providing enough 
background information to 
understand the quote. 

- Provides an accurate and 
clear interpretation of what 
the quote means. 

- Context provided is general or 
underdeveloped; additional 
information or explanation 
may be needed to fully 
understand the quote. 

- Provides an interpretation of 
what the quote means, but it 
may be unclear or incomplete.  

- Context provided is missing 
essential details, or may 
include some errors. 

- Provides an inaccurate or 
confused interpretation of what 
the quote means. 
 

- Little to no context is 
provided for the quote, 
and/or they may be 
significant errors. 

- Does not provide an 
interpretation of what the 
quote means.  

 
“Matter” 
Analysis 
 
 

- Analysis of evidence is 
detailed, insightful, and 
convincingly demonstrates the 
importance or significance of 
the quote in relation to the 
theme(s) of the work by 
drawing on specific language 
from the quote. 

- Analysis reflects a 
sophisticated understanding of 
the text(s). 

- Development of ideas is 
logical and clear. 

- Analysis of evidence is 
detailed and clearly 
demonstrates the importance 
or significance of the quote in 
relation to the theme(s) of the 
work by drawing on specific 
language from the quote. 

- Analysis reflects an accurate 
understanding of the text(s) 

- Development of ideas is 
logical and clear. 

 

- Analysis may be more 
descriptive than analytical, 
offering undeveloped support 
of the ideas that may not 
clearly demonstrate the 
importance or significance of 
the quote in relation to the 
theme(s) of the work. 

- Analysis draws on some 
specific language from the 
quote. 

- Analysis reflects a superficial 
understanding of the text(s). 

- Development of ideas may 
have logical leaps. 

- Analysis may be mostly 
descriptive, offering simplistic, 
undeveloped, or cryptic 
support of the ideas that do not 
demonstrate the importance or 
significance of the quote in 
relation to the theme(s) of the 
work. 

- Analysis does not draw on 
specific language from the 
quote. 

- Analysis may reflect a 
confused understanding of the 
text(s). 

- Development of ideas may be 
unclear. 

- No analysis present, all 
points made may be 
factual in nature and/or 
rely solely on summary. 

- Analysis includes major 
fallacies, and does not 
draw on specific 
language from the quote. 
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